This resulted in court challenges by NORML and the Sierra Club
to enjoin DEA from further use of paraquat on Federal lands. As a
result of the court proceedings, DEA agreed to the preparation of
an Environmental Impact Statement prior to any continued use of
herbicides.

We are proceeding to develop the EIS. Four public "scoping"
meetings took place in January in Atlanta, Denver, Spokane, and
Washington, D.C. They provided a forum for public input on the
scope of the issues and alternatives to be examined in an EIS. We
are determined to continue aggressive eradication efforts, even if it
has to be done manually.

Since March 1982, DEA has .participated in the South Florida
Task Force under a Florida Joint Task Group. For the period
March 1982 to September 1983, these efforts have resulted in over
1,600 arrests and a total of $22,579,340 in asset seizures.

DEA personnel are also actively involved in the 12 Organized
Crime Drug Enforcement Task Forces, OCDETF. These task forces
are focused on those levels of organized crime drug trafficking en-
terprises that direct, supervise and finance the illicit drug trade.

Another cooperative effort with State and local law enforcement
personnel is our State and Local Task Force program. This pro-
gram, in contrast to the OCDETF effort, is aimed at the mid-level
violator. Currently there are 22 formal operational DEA/State and
local task forces across the country and in Guam. These task forces
have an overall conviction rate of 98 percent, and have consistently
resulted in over 2,000 arrests per year.

INTERNATIONAL DRUG ISSUES AND INTELLIGENCE

Although our domestic enforcement efforts against drug traffick-
ing have resulted in demonstrable progress, it is important to also
address the worldwide nature of this problem.

Drug control is an international issue. Source and transit coun-
tries that previously did not have abuse problems have recently
begun to develop severe internal drug addiction problems. We sup-
port numerous host country efforts to investigate drug trafficking
organizations, and to interdict drugs at the source, and have had
some notable successes.

The Foreign Cooperative Investigations program motivates and
assists foreign countries in the development of drug law enforce-
ment and other programs. An important aspect of this program is
the development of substantive enforcement and intelligence ex-
changes.

Internationally, DEA has been instrumental in persuading for-
eign governments to control the production and distribution of dan-
gerous Pharmaceuticals. By the end of fiscal year 1983, all known
major European source countries, as well as the Peoples' Republic
of China, had ceased or reduced methaqualone production, and had
placed strict controls on its exportation.

These initiatives, and the reduction of the methaqualone import
quota, have resulted in a decline in injuries attributable to metha-
qualone abuse in the U.S.

DEA's intelligence program provides drug trafficking informa-
tion to the law enforcement community, and manages the El Paso
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